
March 5, 2021 

 

The Honorable Gary A. Winfield 

The Honorable Steven J. Stafstrom 

The Honorable Alex Kasser 

The Honorable Matt Blumenthal 

The Honorable John A. Kissel 

The Honorable Craig C. Fishbein 

Joint Committee on Judiciary 

Connecticut General Assembly 

210 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, CT 06106 

 

Dear Chairs Winfield and Stafstrom, Vice Chairs Kasser and Blumenthal, Ranking Members Kissel and 

Fishbein, and Members of the Joint Committee on Judiciary, 

 
My name is Erick Russell, and I am an attorney at Pullman & Comley, LLC. I am also a past Chair 

of the LGBT Section of the Connecticut Bar Association (2017–2019), and I write in this professional 

capacity to provide testimony in support of Raised Bill No. 6321, An Act Concerning the Adoption and 

Implementation of the Connecticut Parentage Act.  

 

The LGBT Section has supported the Connecticut Parentage Act (CPA) since its inception. As a 

group, we firmly believe in the importance of protecting all of Connecticut’s families, regardless of the 

circumstances of a child’s birth, or the marital status, gender, or sexual orientation of their parents. One of 

the Section’s stated purposes is to promote the participation of the Connecticut Bar Association in 

substantive areas of law and legislation that present issues of particular concern to LGBT individuals in the 

profession and to those who seek legal services. The Connecticut Parentage Act is just such a piece of 

legislation. The CPA will provide necessary protection to all of the state’s LGBT families by filling gaps 

in existing law and ensuring pathways to protection for the children of unmarried, same-sex, or non-

biological parents.  

 

For decades, Connecticut has been a leader on LGBT issues. We were the second state in the nation 

to recognize marriage equality, and the legislature has long been a valued partner in securing the equal 

status of the state’s LGBT families. Yet, Connecticut is now the only New England state without 

comprehensive protections for non-biological parent-child relationships—which LGBT families ordinarily 

feature. The CPA would modernize our state’s outdated and unconstitutional parentage laws to provide 

equal treatment to LGBT parents and their children. 

 

The LGBT Section of the Connecticut Bar Association has officially endorsed the CPA and 

considers it a high priority. I urge the Committee to support Bill 6321 this legislative session. Thank you 

for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Erick Russell 

Chair, LGBT Section (2017–2019) 

Connecticut Bar Association 


